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As an ALT during finals week, I don’t have much work to
do, so [’ve been passing the days by reading. Since I enjoy
reading and was free anyways, [ decided to read Yamada
High School’s 47th Collection of Book Reports. Students
all wrote book reports as homework for Japanese class
over summer break, and thirteen of them were selected
and submitted to a Kochi Prefecture book report competi-
tion. One student won an award of excellence, two others
were selected for competition, and the school overall won
an award of excellence. This collection contains those thir-
teen book reports.

My thoughts in brief—reading this collection reminded
me how valuable writing book reports can be. A book
report is a layered format that interweaves your thoughts
on the book, yourself, and the relationship between the
two and can draw the interest of readers while also being
invaluable to the writer. Reading this collection, I learned
a little bit about a wide variety of topics, like synaesthe-
sia, Suguru Osako and long-distance running, dyslexia, an
international science fair, and sudden cardiac death. More
than just getting a peek at what students are reading about
and interested in, I also got a glimpse of their thinking
about life, whether it be choosing a certain career, using
time wisely, or valuing every moment and not taking them
for granted.

A book report is also valuable as a snapshot of your cur-
rent self. Rereading it (and the book) after some time has
passed lets you reflect on your life from the time when you
wrote it to the present and see how your way of thinking
has changed. I took this as an opportunity to reread some

Thoughts on Yamada High School’s 47th Collection of Book Reports

of my high school book reports, and rereading them I was
reminded just how much of a stubborn, aggressive idealist
I was. Rereading was embarrassing, yet highly amusing,
and although I see now how juvenile my thinking was,
I’'m still glad I was forced to write it. I think it would be
wonderful if someday this collection, too, gets reread.
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