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Club Activity Introduction (2)

Watching the club introductions
I wrote about in the last issue, I was
inspired to introduce some of the
differences I’ve noticed in American
and Japanese club activities.

Beginning with an obvious dif-
ference, which clubs even exist
in the first place is quite different.
What stands out the most are clubs
for traditional Japanese arts such
as kendo, kyiido, the tea ceremony,
flower arrangement, and shodo (cal-
ligraphy). Given America’s shorter
history as a country and much differ-
ent attitude towards tradition, these
clubs almost seem novel rather than
traditional.

Speaking of joining multi-
ple clubs, during my time in high
school, it was quite common for stu-
dents to do many clubs. It was not
surprising to hear of someone in five
or more clubs. Of course, some of
those clubs were probably not very
active. But, there is a much stronger
trend in Japan towards joining one
club, and if you want to join multiple
clubs, you need permission.

The last difference I’1l touch on is
“retirement.” This is when 3rd year
students (the equivalent of seniors)
stop club activities partway through
the year in order to focus on studying
for exams or searching for employ-

ment. In my experience, seniors in
America remain the focus of clubs
until the end of the school year. The
passing of the baton for club roles,
such as president, also happens in
the middle of the school year, rather
than at the latter end, which I was
accustomed to in the states.

Whether it be “retirement” or
graduation, regardless of country,
hopefully everyone has one last
chance to show off their skills and
leave behind some good memories.
Even if the year ends in frustration
or regret, I think most people look
back on their club fondly. At the
least, I know I do.
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and it goes year-round.
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Table with all the clubs at Yamada High School.

TTH SARECOYIAL EIVONTHHEETEL  LAER D% IER
TODELZF g "7 CARZAVCEIEETTAER A5 LOT CE Bl
ST EE & s?%&i YHR O RTHLHEL 208 —p "H L@ AL 3E2 Sz
M%m%ﬁvﬂw%b$ﬁjli%%ﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬁ-éﬁé%ﬁ WU LERICE
AFROVEIRIFTOLY "nALErEGEEHS VR i 25 K TEg
EE CxEvEbylaror BEAKLAWERIT L HurITE g
VTR LV EANT DA ﬁtﬁnf%ﬁﬁ$02%m ﬁ<HT§ﬁ%§A
TEXE LV APXERE QBIOHDOLHELFOEME IORFASDIETF
ZHEHIVE b, "wSUWwlE BISFLEIZEgEVCOA NHADTVRYE
TN OANVEIIZAEIYE KA THEBEOTHIEH o FHIBES ORI
L0 HICE L BRERTETRETT HFTUETHLrLAOFED HEHEDOALL
DWRTLAZLET TEFoRFEHEIREE " 1 cdbdARWBAEHERLEFED id
TNV E A OETHEBEL LR RB S R B L A IS8 212 o 24 Bk
@T@iﬁﬁf%‘Ki$ﬁmf:i$wﬁmﬁﬁé$ﬂﬁ%AtfgT%%ﬁi‘
LIPEINOIORL TR pBETO CEERL G Ty HI oV EIETHRS
) CLBGBERDT bbb TE CEHRWTEDRGAITH 2 eaT
CILO  WRDOYV D LB THTEEBRRIILTN byl CHEN
LB (HBY ARG coTR=xTos T 2PoNAEAT HeADHE "2
EHOT S EEOFR b CHREVFI =R g%®5b°%£®‘ BEAT T
<D EREENIC SNEHIETEHEEPT oMSHBXOWL BDDL




