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Partner

As someone who spent the better part of their life
living in a dry, arid climate, tsuyu (the East Asian rainy
season) is taking some getting used to. In the past, [ usu-
ally haphazardly stored a folding umbrella in my back-
pack, but [ never really checked if it was actually in there
or in usable condition. But since living in Japan, every
day I check if my folding umbrella is in my bag and when
the weather forecast says it’ll rain I carry around a long
umbrella too. But the gloomy rain and resulting soggy
shoes are just depressing.

Although I haven’t gotten used to the rain, [ have
gotten used to how ubiquitous umbrellas are in Japan.
Ever since arriving at my new apartment in Japan, seeing
ten umbrellas which previous ALTs had borrowed from
the school, and returning all but one of them to the school
one by one, the umbrella situation has been in the back
of my mind.

You can buy cheap, sturdy umbrellas at any conve-
nience store, and there are also many places you can
borrow them. Umbrella stands are placed conveniently
wherever you go, and you can use them without worry-
ing about your umbrella getting stolen. At least, as some-
one who went to a university where [ would came across
bicycles which, despite being properly locked up, had
had their wheels removed and stolen, I’m not too worried
here.

Living in such a convenient environment for umbrel-
las, the average Japanese person owns three to four
umbrellas, and by some surveys Japan has the highest
ownership rate of umbrellas in the world. Along with
this, however, comes high turnover, and Japan’s con-
sumption rate of umbrellas is also number one in the
world, and this has come to be seen as an environmental
issue. It’s probably somewhat common to encounter a
sudden downpour and quickly buy an umbrella at the

nearest convenience store, only to throw it away or aim-
lessly store it somewhere afterwards.

Despite this trend towards treating umbrellas as dis-
posable, for some reason I’ve taken quite a liking to my
used, jet black umbrella. It’s my partner for weather-
ing this season. As an umbrella whose previous owners
always had ten other options lying around, I’m sure it’s
happy too.
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