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Home Match

Jenga is a classic game around
the world, and Japan is no excep-
tion. Despite its simple rules, the
mounting excitement and pressure
peaking spectacularly as the tower
comes tumbling down can be quite
addicting.

I had, of course, played Jenga
before. But a Jenga tournament at
school, with a proper bracket, was
something [ hadn’t experienced until
I came to Japan.

A Home Match at Japanese
schools is a sports tournament held
between homeroom classes. Across
multiple events, homeroom classes
make teams and compete to win
each event and get the highest over-
all points. Yamada High School’s
Home Match was on December 215st,
and the four events were volleyball,
soccer, table tennis, and Jenga. Each
student participated in at least one
event, and I filled in for another
teacher on a Jenga team with three
boys.

As one would expect from a tour-
nament with a proper bracket, the
rules were also clearly laid out. Each
match began with six minutes where
each team took turns pulling out one
block and placing it on top with one
hand while following the order of
players within their team. If those
six minutes ended without one team
winning, the expedite rules would go

into effect. Beginning with the team
that lost in rock paper scissors, one
player had to pull out three blocks
consecutively within two minutes.
That continued until one team won.

The first two matches were
double elimination. In our first
match, we made it to the expedite

rules but eventually lost. We also
made it that far in our second match,
but this time, despite the tower
coming close to collapsing several
times, we managed to win. Man-
aging to pull out three blocks in a
row from a tower that at first glance
seemed to have no safe moves was
surprisingly fulfilling. With that win,
we moved on to the single-elimina-
tion part of the tournament.

Right away, however, our first
opponent was the girls’ team from
the same homeroom class. While
it was a match filled with sports-
manship, eventually one of us had
to lose. After a good fight, we man-
aged to win during expedite rules.
Just like in a shonen manga, we were
told, “You have to win finals, for
us!” With this encouragement, we
cleaned up the next match in expe-
dite rules.

And with that, we had made it
to finals. For the sake of our com-
rades who we had defeated with our
own hands, we went into the match
in high spirits. But... lost on the
fifth block. Losing like this was a
bit deflating, but life isn’t a shonen
manga, after all. This Home Match
was, however, an enjoyable event to
close off the semester before winter
break.
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