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Gather Round!

Kami City is striving to be a town of inquiry. The main event
where Kami City’s educational institutions come together to show
this side of the city is the Gather Round Lifetime Learning Forum,
held this year on February 17th at Yamada High School. At this
event, you can see the research results of elementary, middle, high,
and university students, as well as those of adults in the community,
in the form of stage or poster presentations.

I watched presentations from the general and business research
courses: business research course students usually do something
more business-oriented, such as preparing business plans including
branding and detailed operating costs, and general course students
research something related to the local area. For example, one group
made “passcuit” cookies with hachimaki beans, one of Kami City’s
specialty agricultural products, designed to be popular among stu-
dents studying for exams.

With all this different research on display, you could see firsthand
the value in choosing a problem and thoroughly searching for an
answer. And there wasn’t just learning. So adults and children alike
could enjoy the day, there were band, choir, and dance performances
as well as a mix of entertainment, including “mochinage” (throwing
mochi, or candy, down into a crowd at a celebration), photo displays,
VR experiences, wood crafting workshops, food and drink stands,
and more.
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General course second-year students presenting their research.

L L ,
A joint performance of Y.M.C.A. by students from elementary to university level.

Fd and drink vendors in the courtyard.
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