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Ship for World Youth

On February 24th, the Ship for World Youth
made port at Yamada High School. The Ship
for World Youth, abbreviated as SWY, is an
exchange program sponsored by the Japanese
government where young people from Japan and
a dozen or so other countries board a cruise ship
and visit locations around Asia. This year, par-
ticipants from fourteen countries, from Zambia
to the Solomon Islands, toured around Japan.
Kochi prefecture was one of the destinations,
and thirty SWYers visited Yamada High School
for an event planned under the Global Research
Course with the theme of the “empowerment of
young people.”

After a frenzied reception and handing out
of name cards, SWYers, Yamada students, and
support staff from local companies were divided
into groups and exchanged self introductions. In
English, of course. As is often the case when
people from so many different countries gather,
English was the common language. Because of
this, it was a great chance for students to experi-
ence international exchange, or a situation where
they had to use a language other than their native
language in order for any significant communi-
cation to take place. Such opportunities can be
major source of motivation for studying a second
language, which can be a long and frustrating
journey.

But before fully entering English mode,
everyone participated in a rain gutter relay as
an icebreaker. This relay is one where teams use
rain gutters to pass a ping pong ball. But, when
you roll the ball to the next person, you have to
say their name. The sounds of shouted names and
chaotic footfalls filled the room as groups suc-
cessfully learned each other’s names and erased
any remaining nervousness.

From there, things calmed down as we
transitioned to a poster session. In the Global
Research Course, students choose a topic to
research, either in groups as first-year students or
alone or in pairs as second-year students, and in
this poster session, they presented their progress
up to now.

To make the most of this opportunity, stu-
dents had been working hard on their English
since January, doing a thorough job making
posters and speeches, working on pronunciation
and presentation skills, and practicing taking and
answering questions. The sight of the students
who consider English a weak point struggling
to overcome their difficulties was moving. I
was also busy at work checking pronunciation,
serving as an audience and asking questions,
proofreading student posters, and translating
the posters of local businesses who would also
be presenting.

In total, all nine first-year students, eleven
second-year students, two third-year students,
and two local companies (Futagami and Netz
Toyota) presented. Everyone presented twice
and had three minutes for their speech, five min-
utes for Q&A, and two minutes for receiving
feedback. SWYers and other audience members
who came as spectators saw a diverse set of
topics: how to be high schoolers prepared for an
earthquake, how to make damaged jeans from
chemicals you can easily find at home, what we
can learn from terakoya (temple schools during
the Edo period of Japan), using Al to make recy-
cled chalk, and more.

After presenting, everyone was a bit drained
from straining their brains and wringing out so
much English, so it was time to work out their
bodies instead. One second-year student, to
apply what he had learned through his research

into audio engineer work, had planned a dance
event. SWYers and students learned Kochi’s
Yosakoi dance, watched a professional dance
duo’s performance, and finally danced freely
while listening to a mix of English and Japanese
songs. It was heartwarming to see usually shy
and reserved students be drawn in by the energy
and gradually come out of their shells to dance.

Now that everyone was physically and men-
tally tired, it was time for some lunch, which
consisted of bentos, Tosa tea, and ponkan man-
darins and was all from Kochi and provided by
JA Kochi. (JA, or Japan Agricultural Coopera-
tives, is a group of agricultural cooperatives in
Japan.) While I had thought I could take a rest
too, as if to say, “wouldn’t it be unfair if only
students had to struggle with their second lan-
guage,” I was asked to interpret an introduction
of the Tosa tea and ponkan, with content ranging
from deep-steamed tea from Shizuoka prefecture
to the unique geography of Kochi prefecture.
After safely making it through the introduction,
I felt relief and satisfaction at first, but then a
pang of vexation at my mistakes and a desire to
further hone my Japanese.

And before we knew it, it was time to say
goodbye. While it had only been around four
hours, the room was filled with the sound of
camera shutters taking final pictures and a lin-
gering reluctance to depart, and students saw the
SWers off until their bus had left.

With that, SWY had weighed anchor and left
Yamada, and after cleaning up, without much of
a physical trace. But what was left behind was
gratification from successfully commanding a
second language for so long, ambition to study
and improve even more, and some good memo-
ries in the students. And so were some ponkan,
which I happily interpreted and accepted as a
translator’s fee.
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